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Bachelor of Education (Elementary) & 
Bachelor of Education (Secondary) STEM
Unit Plan Template

	Unit Title:
	Intro to sentence structure
	Number of Lessons
	4
	Time 
(in weeks):
	2 weeks

	Name:
	Katy Allen
	Subject(s):
	ELA/ Arts
	Grade(s):
	1



Rationale
	In this scaffolded mini unit students will be introduce to sentence structure with many ways to engage and show their learning through the arts and presenting.



Overview:
	In lesson one we will dive into what makes a sentence and students will have multiple means of expression and engagement. Next we will practice putting sentences together and writing our own. Then in lesson 3 we will try a story workshop with the Indigenous book I hope. After reading students will have the opportunity to design their own hope with loose parts of art material. Then In lesson 4 we will work on our oral presentation connecting with our peers and sharing our hopes. 



CORE COMPETENCIES 
	Communication
	Thinking
	Personal & Social

	-Students engage in informal and structured conversations in which they listen, contribute, develop understanding and relationships, and learn to consider diverse perspectives
- Students communicate by receiving and presenting information.

Collaborating
Students combine their efforts with those of others to effectively accomplish learning and tasks. As members of a group, they appreciate interdependence and cooperation, commit to needed roles and responsibilities, and are conscientious about contributing.
	· Critical thinking
Students  reflect to consider purpose and perspectives, pinpoint evidence, use explicit or implicit criteria, make defensible judgments or assessments, and draw conclusions.


· Creative thinking 
- Students may generate creative ideas through free play, engagement with other’s ideas, or consideration of a problem or constraint, and/or because of their interests and passions.
- Students reflect on their creative ideas in order to decide which ones to develop. They consider whether their idea would ultimately support the well-being of self, community, and the land.
	· Positive personal and cultural identity
Students understand that their relationships and cultural contexts help to shape who they are.
- Students define who they are by what they value. They understand how what they value has been influenced by their life experiences.

· Personal awareness and responsibility
Students who are personally aware and responsible take ownership of their choices and actions. They set goals, monitor progress, and understand their emotions, using that understanding to regulate actions and reactions.


· Social responsibility
Students develop awareness of and take responsibility for their social, physical, and natural environments by working independently and collaboratively for the benefit of others, communities, and the environment





BIG IDEAS 
(multiple subject areas for integrated unit)
	ELA
	Art

	Playing with language helps us discover how language works
· Language and story can be a source of creativity and joy.
· Curiosity and wonder lead us to new discoveries about ourselves and the world around us.
· Everyone has a unique story to share.
· Through listening and speaking, we connect with others and share our world.
.
	People create art to express who they are as individuals and community.

People connect to others and share ideas through the arts.



LEARNING STANDARDS
	Curricular Competencies
	Content

	· Use sources of information and prior knowledge to make meaning
Communicate using letters and words and applying some conventions of Canadian spelling, grammar, and punctuation
· Use developmentally appropriate reading, listening, and viewing strategies to make meaning and represent by using loose parts and art material to connect to text and make meaning.
· Use foundational concepts of print, oral, and visual texts
· Create stories and other texts to deepen awareness of self, family, and community
	· Language features, structures, and conventions
· metacognitive strategies
· letter formation
· sentence structure
· conventions
· 


	Reflect on creative processes and make connections to other experiences

Express feelings, ideas, stories, observations, and experiences through the arts
	personal and collective responsibility associated with creating, experiencing, or sharing in a safe learning environment

	
	



Prerequisite Concepts and Skills: 
	Basic reading/writing/listening skills
Group work	
Basic dexterity	
Oral communication and reading skills



Teacher Preparation Required:
	Lesson #
	Teacher Preparation Required (See Unit Plan Sample)

	Lesson 1
	 chart paper, lined paper, 
Free Sentence Building Worksheets Sentence Writing Practice Worksheets
FREE Decodable Sentence Building Sentence Writing Activities - Print and Digital p 8/9

	Lesson 2
	 Large picture on board (playground, animal, classroom scene):
photographing-bc-wildlife-bear.jpg (680×510)
AdobeStock_84417248.jpeg (2000×1333)
stock-photo-group-of-children-playing-together-on-floor-indoors-2474432435.jpg (1500×1100)
24670_black-bear-with-a-fish-on-the-rocky-coastline-in-port-hardy-credit-yuri-choufour-and-destination-british-columbia.jpg (1200×720)
 lined writing paper or white boards

	Lesson 3
	Loose parts: rocks, acorns, sticks, leaves, grass, pieces of wood, 
Art supplies: construction paper, scissors, pipe cleaners, 
I Hope - A Native American children's book (By Monique Gray Smith & Gabrielle Grimard) - Read Aloud (start at 44)
Paper copy of book
I hope template : 
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG9_Ym83iY/WljO-jXWhlbCFgNnQATmPQ/edit?utm_content=DAG9_Ym83iY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton


	Lesson 4
	Artwork and leftover supplies from yesterday
Popsicle sticks or student’s names in a hat to draw.



Cross-Curricular Connections:
	A lot of SEL, socials and art integrated throughout



Aboriginal Connections/ First Peoples Principles of Learning:
	· Learning is holistic, reflexive, reflective, experiential, and relational (focused on connectedness, on reciprocal relationships, and a sense of place): Students will create a piece of art to show their connectedness to the book by and indigenous author, and their personal hopes and dreams
· Learning involves patience and time: we are developing a strong foundational understanding of ELA, particularly sentence structure
· Learning ultimately supports the well-being of the self, the family, the community, the land, the spirits, and the ancestors: This activity will strengthen students SEL and classroom community. 
· Learning recognizes the role of Indigenous knowledge: Though oral storytelling of their personal hope




Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
	Scaffolded instruction: students can write what was said orally or create own sentences
Oral and written options to participate
A real aloud will be up on the big screen on mute while the teacher reads the physical book. 
Students will have choice of different art supplies and/or loose parts to create their hope
Teacher will model writing strategies, and when students begin their writing, I will walk around to provide assistance.
Drawing name for oral presentation of hope. If students missed the previous day, they will be saved for the end to see others hopes before thinking of a personal connection




Differentiated Instruction (DI):
	Oral and written options to participate
Guided partner and whole class practice
Scribe or provide starter words if needed
Paper or white board option to write
Students will have multiple ways to draw/create and image of their hope, and teacher will circulate to offer assistance to students.



Overview of Lessons:

Lesson 1
	Name &Time (Minutes Allotted):
	 What makes a sentence 45mins

	Learning Standards: Curricular Competencies
	· Use sources of information and prior knowledge to make meaning
Communicate using letters and words and applying some conventions of Canadian spelling, grammar, and punctuation


	Learning Standards: Content
	· Language features, structures, and conventions


	Instructional Objectives
	· . SWBAT describe what makes a sentence 
· SWBAT create simple sentences

	Assessment:
	·  simple checklist for paper partners hand in
✔ Capital letter at the start
✔ Finger spaces between words
✔ End punctuation (. or ?)
✔ Complete idea (subject + verb + object)
✔ Legible printing
Listen for correct capitalization and end punctuation

	Teaching Strategies:
	Scaffolding and modeling
Movement activity
Gentle reminders of what makes a sentence


	Materials:
	chart paper, lined paper, 
Free Sentence Building Worksheets Sentence Writing Practice Worksheets
FREE Decodable Sentence Building Sentence Writing Activities - Print and Digital p 8/9

	Lesson Activities:

	Introduction/Hook:5mins 
	 Introduction (anticipatory set – “HOOK”):
Opening: Does This Sound Right? 
Say aloud:
· “dog running”
· “The dog is running.”
Ask:
· Which one sounds finished?
· Why?
Introduce the word sentence as “words that work together to share one idea. Today we are going to build our own sentences.”

	Body: 30mins
	Body:
1. Model: Build a sentence together on chart: I like cats. Demonstrate capital letter, spaces, and a period.
Think aloud:
“I start with a capital letter.”
“I leave spaces so we can read it.”
      “I put a period because I am done.”
Circle:
the capital letter
finger spaces
the period
Repeat once with a question:
           “Do you like cats?”
       “What do I change?”

3. Body Sentence Activity 
Have students stand up.
Say:
· “When I say something that is a sentence, stand tall.”
· “If it is NOT a sentence, crouch down.”
Say examples aloud:
· “The cat”
· “The cat is sleeping.”
· “running fast”
· “I run fast.”
Discuss why

2. Guided Practice (10 min): In pairs, hand out templates and paper and students build a sentence 
-  Does it make sense?
-  Do we need a capital?
-  Do we need punctuation?

	Closure: 5mins
	 Share : Students read their sentence with correct sentence features.




Lesson 2
	Name &Time (Minutes Allotted):
	 Say it then write it 30mins

	Learning Standards: Curricular Competencies
	· Use sources of information and prior knowledge to make meaning
Communicate using letters and words and applying some conventions of Canadian spelling, grammar, and punctuation

	Learning Standards: Content
	· Language features, structures, and conventions
	

	Instructional Objectives
	·  Students will be able to identify the who and the what in the sentences
· Students will be able to show sentence structure verbally and/or written

	Assessment:
	· . Observation in the freeze game and oral sentence building
· Product sentence about the picture (modeled examples verbally)

	Teaching Strategies:
	Opportunities to share
Partner and whole class work
modeling

	Materials:
	Large picture on board (playground, animal, classroom scene):
photographing-bc-wildlife-bear.jpg (680×510)
AdobeStock_84417248.jpeg (2000×1333)
D430_35_457_1200.jpg (1200×800)
stock-photo-group-of-children-playing-together-on-floor-indoors-2474432435.jpg (1500×1100)
24670_black-bear-with-a-fish-on-the-rocky-coastline-in-port-hardy-credit-yuri-choufour-and-destination-british-columbia.jpg (1200×720)
 lined writing paper or white boards

	Lesson Activities:

	Introduction/Hook:
5mins
	I will say a sentence; you show it with your body then we will “FREEZE” (ask students what freeze looks like and if our mouths will still move? Only with hand up to answer questions. 
1. Example sentences:
“I jump.”
“The bird is flying.”
“We sit quietly.”
2. After each freeze, ask:
“Who is in the sentence?” =subject
“What are they doing?” =verb
3. Point out Quietly and mention to students they can add descriptions if they want to be more adventurous. 

“Now we will say our sentence first, then write it.”

	Body:
20 mins
	Body: 
Review: what makes a sentence 
-  Does it make sense?
-  capital, punctuation
-  subject, verb, object
1. Oral Sentence Building 
Show a large picture.
Ask:
· Who do you see?
· What are they doing?
Together, orally create a sentence:
“The children are playing.”
Repeat the sentence chorally (everyone says it together).2. Teacher Modeling 
Write the sentence on the board slowly, saying:
· “I say the word, then I write it.”
· Use your finger to show spacing.
· Add punctuation at the end.
Re-read it together.

3. Guided Practice: Say It First 
Students:
1. Look at the picture
2. Whisper a sentence to themselves
3. Say it to a partner
4. Say it to the class
4. Independent Writing (15 minutes)
Students say sentence then write it (about the picture). Raise hands for me to check orally or visually before erasing and moving to next 
Support:
· Encourage rereading after each word
· Prompt with questions:
· “Does it make sense?”
· Is it a sentence?
· Does it describe the picture?

	Closure: 5mins
	Closure: 
Invite a few students to read their sentence aloud



Lesson 3
	Name & time
	Personal Hopes and Dreams 45 mins

	Learning Standards: Curricular Competencies
	· Use developmentally appropriate reading, listening, and viewing strategies to make meaning and represent by using loose parts and art material to connect to text and make meaning.
· Use foundational concepts of print, oral, and visual texts
· Create stories and other texts to deepen awareness of self, family, and community
Art
Reflect on creative processes and make connections to other experiences

	Learning Standards: Content
	· metacognitive strategies
· letter formation
· sentence structure
· conventions
· personal and collective responsibility associated with creating, experiencing, or sharing in a safe learning environment

	Instructional Objectives
	· SWBAT make a personal connection the their hopes and dreams. 
· SWBAT formulate a personal story

	Assessment:
	· Loose part/ art picture of their personal connection to the story.
· Written story/simple sentences about their picture

	Teaching Strategies:
	· Hands on creation of hope to help students engage, get ideas, and write.
· Student helpers
· Students will come to carpet to read the book and return to desks to create their hope and description 
· Scaffolding: students create art the teacher will stop, to model writing, and then students will write

	Materials:
	· Loose parts: rocks, acorns, sticks, leaves, grass, pieces of wood, playdoh
· Art supplies: construction paper, scissors, pipe cleaners, 
· I Hope - A Native American children's book (By Monique Gray Smith & Gabrielle Grimard) - Read Aloud (start at 44)
· Paper copy of book
· I hope template : 
· https://www.canva.com/design/DAG9_Ym83iY/WljO-jXWhlbCFgNnQATmPQ/edit?utm_content=DAG9_Ym83iY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton


	Lesson Activities:

	Introduction/Hook:
5mins
	Introduction (anticipatory set – “HOOK”):
What do you hope for? Have a conversation about hopes and dreams. Provide own examples and invite them to share some of their hopes. 
● What do you hope for? It might be a wish for yourself, someone else, or the world!
● How might you help make this happen?

Let students know our objective today is to make connections to design our personal hopes

	Body: 30 mins
	Body:
READ – put up on tv.
I Hope by Monique Gray Smith
And tell students as they listen to the story, think about some of your hopes and dreams for yourself or others.
- Pause occasionally asking
● What are you noticing?
● What connections are you making?
● What are you wondering?

CREATE
Invite students to make pictures using the loose parts or art materials to show their own
personal stories about the question.
· Students can build with loose parts or use template to draw
· If students chose loose parts, I will take picture, to show class tomorrow when they share their hope

TEACHER MODEL WRITE (my own story about the question)
● model a think-aloud using word detective skills, brave spelling, and writing qualities. 
●Show them how to add details to make their stories interesting, and how to use capitals, finger spaces and punctuation to make their writing clear. 
●Subject + verb+ object = complete ideas

WRITE
Students write their own personal stories about the question, practising the strategies taught.

	Closure: 5 mins
	Closure:
Clean up and put activity away (make sure to take picture of loose parts creations), we will have 5-10 mins tomorrow to complete and then share with our classmates. 



Lesson 4
	Name &Time (Minutes Allotted):
	Sharing Circle/ Authors Chair: Hopes 30 mins

	Learning Standards: Curricular Competencies
	· Show awareness of how story in First Peoples cultures connects people to family and community
· Explore oral storytelling processes
· Express feelings, ideas, stories, observations, and experiences through the arts

	Learning Standards: Content
	· oral language strategies
· metacognitive strategies
· personal and collective responsibility associated with creating, experiencing, or sharing in a safe learning environment

	Instructional Objectives
	SWBAT demonstrate their hope using oral strategies

	Assessment:
	Observation in sharing circle or author’s chair

	Teaching Strategies:
	Movement: students will move into circle on carpet or come up one at a time to share
Drave names for students to present
All will share in a circle sharing or by name draw 
Students will have time to remember their hope from yesterday and add finishing touches before sharing. 
Students will be told our goal of today’s class at the start to give them time to digest and prepare

	Materials:
	Artwork and leftover supplies from yesterday
Popsicle sticks or student’s names in a hat to draw. 

	Lesson Activities:

	Introduction/Hook: 3mins
	Introduction (anticipatory set – “HOOK”):
Teacher reads her hope in a monotone voice then again using oral strategies give students a minute to process then ask them if they noticed anything?!

Our goal today is to share our hopes that we created yesterday to our classmates, using good oral strategies. 

	Body: 25 mins
	Body:
Discuss oral language strategies writing them up on the board with symbols:
adjusting volume, pace, tone, and articulation; focusing on the speaker; taking turns; asking questions related to the topic; making personal connections; and making relevant contributions to discussion

Finishing touches on hopes
· Students will put finishing touches on art work 
Sharing circle or authors chair: students share their hopes when teacher draws name

	Closure: 2 mins
	Closure:
Thank students for looking into themselves, making connections and sharing their hopes.



Resources:
	See Teacher Preparation Required:



Extensions to Unit:
	Encourage students to add details
Give example of editing checklist to start editing process
Dive deeper into personal story/writing
Adding more comprehensive detail to artwork
Partner share/ start editing process
Students can pare with others who are sone to start the editing process and practice oral strategies



Reflections and Revisions
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